November 6, 2012

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E1735

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER AS
AMERICAN DIABETES MONTH

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 6, 2012

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize November as American Di-
abetes Month. | urge my colleagues to join me
in raising diabetes awareness and encour-
aging Americans to learn more about how to
prevent and manage this disease.

| understand on a very personal level the
challenges that come with this disease. Diabe-
tes took the life of my father, and it takes the
lives of over 68,000 other Americans each
year. It is also the leading cause of kidney fail-
ure, and its complications include high blood
pressure and heart disease.

Diabetes is a growing concern for millions of
Americans, but it is important to note that dia-
betes disproportionately affects minority com-
munities. | represent one of the most diverse
districts in the Nation, the 37th Congressional
District of California, and racial disparities in
health outcomes and access to care are of
particular concern to me. In California, of 2.3
million African Americans, over 300,000 have
diabetes, and there are approximately 4,500
deaths annually.

Although diabetes affects every district in
every State, many Americans still struggle to
access important information about the seri-
ousness of diabetes and its complications. As
a Member of Congress, | am working hard to
change this and to ensure that all Americans
secure their right to quality, affordable health
care.

| would like to take a moment to express my
continued support for the Affordable Care Act,
which has been and will continue to be instru-
mental in improving access to health care.
The Affordable Care Act ensures that people
with diabetes can no longer be discriminated
against for pre-existing conditions. No longer
can they be denied coverage or charged at
higher rates. Also, the elimination of lifetime
and annual caps on coverage means that peo-
ple with diabetes and other chronic conditions
will not have to fear an end to their care.

Through new government policy, improved
education, and greater awareness, we can
begin to control this epidemic. Although there
is no cure, there are many preventative meas-
ures that all Americans can take to reduce
their risk and control their diabetes. | encour-
age everyone to exercise regularly, watch for
warning signs, and make smart health deci-
sions.

Mr. Speaker, | thank my colleagues for join-
ing me in recognizing this month as American
Diabetes Month, and | pledge to continue
standing with the millions of Americans who
have been impacted by this disease.

TRIBUTE TO McGUIRE FUNERAL
SERVICE, INC.

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 6, 2012

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in congratulating McGuire Funeral Service,
Inc. (McGuire) on its 100th anniversary of
service to the residents of the District of Co-
lumbia and the national capital region.

Founded in 1912 by Robert G. McGuire on
H Street NE, McGuire has offered families in
the national capital region burial and funeral
arrangements for 100 years. McGuire has
served over 25,000 decedents from all walks
of life, and has arranged services for many
public figures and notable residents in the Dis-
trict and the world over.

We appreciate the McGuire family’s long-
standing presence in the District and their con-
tinuing service to the families of our residents.
The success of McGuire, Inc. can be attrib-
uted to always treating the families that call on
them with dignity, honor, and respect, as well
as to providing exemplary service to all.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 100th anni-
versary of McGuire Funeral Service, Inc.

IN SUPPORT OF LUNG CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 6, 2012

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of Lung Cancer Awareness
Month because lung cancer is a devastating
disease that affects thousands of Americans
every year.

Lung cancer is the most common cancer
worldwide. This year, as in the past, lung can-
cer will kill more Americans than any other
cancer. In fact, lung cancer will claim more
lives than the next four leading cancer Kkill-
ers—breast, prostate, colon and pancreas
cancers—combined.

Mr. Speaker, in the United States, about
213,000 people are diagnosed with lung can-
cer every year and more than 160,000 die
from it. Lung cancer tends to be diagnosed
later in smokers than in non smokers because
the symptoms of the disease are common
among smokers. Late diagnosis of the disease
also makes it a lot more challenging to treat
and in some cases too late to cure.

Mr. Speaker, Lung Cancer Awareness
Month allows us to pay tribute to the extraor-
dinary health workers who dedicate their lives
to fighting this disease. This month we also
take the opportunity to support the patients
and their families who are affected by lung
cancer.

For these reasons, | urge my colleagues to
join me in support of Lung Cancer Awareness
Month as well as to join me as a cosponsor
of H.R. 1394, the Lung Cancer Mortality Re-
duction Act of 2011.

The Lung Cancer Mortality Reduction Act of
2011 amends the Public Health Service Act to
require the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to implement a comprehensive pro-
gram to achieve a 50 percent reduction in the
mortality rate of lung cancer by 2020. It re-
quires the program to include initiatives
throughout HHS, including: (1) a strategic re-
view and prioritization by the National Cancer
Institute of research grants; (2) the establish-
ment by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) of quality standards and guidelines for
facilities that conduct computed tomography
screening for lung cancer; and (3) the provi-
sion of funds to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) to establish a Lung
Cancer Early Detection Program that provides
low-income, uninsured, and underserved pop-
ulations that are at high risk for lung cancer
access to early detection services.

The Lung Cancer Mortality Reduction Act of
2011 requires the Secretary of Defense (DOD)
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) to
coordinate with the Secretary of HHS in imple-
menting this Act and implementing coordi-
nated care programs for military personnel
and veterans diagnosed with lung cancer. It
also requires the Secretary of HHS to estab-
lish: (1) the Lung Cancer Computed Tomog-
raphy Screening and Treatment Demonstra-
tion Project; and (2) the Lung Cancer Advisory
Board to monitor the programs established
under this Act.

———

CONGRATULATING DURHAM
ELEMENTARY

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 6, 2012

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate J. Haley Durham Elementary
School of Fremont, California, on its recent
designation as a 2012 National Blue Ribbon
School. The National Blue Ribbon Schools
Program recognizes public and private ele-
mentary, middle, and high schools where stu-
dents exemplify high performance levels or
where significant improvements have been
made in students’ levels of academic achieve-
ment. Since Teresa Bonaccorsi became prin-
cipal of Durham Elementary in 2010, it has
made drastic improvements in test scores to
become part of the prestigious group of
schools who receive the award.

Just three years ago, Durham Elementary
was part of the California Department of Edu-
cation’s Program Improvement list that tracks
the progress of schools that have failed to
meet the state’s requirement of adequate
yearly progress. Since taking the position as
principal in early 2010 Mrs. Bonaccorsi has
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